Q: When did you realized that gem cutting was your passion?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A: Actually, I love stones from my childhood. Many years ago, small boy walked alongside the river in the heart of Siberia and collected stones. I did not take it seriously that time. Just much later, when I was 36 (in 2000), first time I tried to cut stone. It was just first touch, which transformed into hobby during next six years. And only then, in 2006, after my first faceting competition, when I looked at my stone by eyes of judge, I saw there my further way. Then I recalled this image (and keep in my mind until now): a boy, walking on the earth and collecting stones. Collecting – to make them alive and give to people.
Q: Which material do you prefer for cutting?
A: How can I say, what I like more: good wine, herring or ice-cream? I can say why I like this or that material. For example, I like to cut challenging stones, as Spodumene, Diaspore or Fluorite, because such cutting is always competition. I compete not with stone – with myself, stone just helps me here. I like to cut rare and valuable stones, such as Sapphire or Paraiba Tourmaline. Each of them has his own character, his own opinion, and I have to talk with him and come to agreement – just in this case stone will help me. I like to cut synthetic materials with high optical characteristics (for example, CZ or Moissanite) – they allow to disclose incredible beauty and firework of sparkles. And so on.
Q: What do you try to achieve when you plan a design? (for example: to express a concept, an idea, or simply to achieve more brilliance to a gemstone...) 
A: It depends on particular case. Let me remind you Indian parable. Three men carried heavy stones. Being asked: “What are you doing?”, one of them said: “Do you see? I carry stones”. Another man replied: “I work for food for my family”. And the third one claimed: “I am building the great Taj Mahal!” So, if I work for food for my family, my main task to make stone as valuable as possible. And I choose design accordingly, depending on material. But if I work for Eternity, I use stone just as an instrument to express the idea, using images, symbols, numbers, and – to expand limits of possible.
Q: You usually give a particular meaning to the collections you design. Why is this so important to you? 
A: I replied partially in previous answer. Being an artist, I suppose that any art object should be a message. No matter what is this – music, painting, poem or gemstone. Message of beauty, message of harmony, message of happiness. Sometimes I use “happy” number of facets, like 88 or 108; sometimes I create beautiful or meaningful images in design, like Lotus or Flower of Life; sometimes I just give my positive energy, cutting stone in meditation and praying for common wealth. This is a key note: I try to make each gemstone a message of happiness in some aspect.
Q: Could you speak about your creating process? 
A: It is also very different. Sometimes I catch an idea, draw a picture and create diagram – everything for one day. Sometimes it takes months, even years. I thought about Mandala in gemstone since 2008. But just four years later, after a few attempts, I created appropriate design and cut stone, which was donated to His Holiness Dalai Lama XIV. But algorithm of process each time is the same: image is born from idea and crystallizes to drawing; drawing transforms into diagram, which is a base for cutting gemstone.
Q: Which cutting techniques are your favourite? 
A: My favourite technic contains three stages: cut, prepolish and polish. That’s all, very simple.
Q: You are an inspiration for a great amount of people, what would you advise to a person who is starting to cut gems? 
A: Initially I would advise to try. And, after a few months of experience, I would ask him, what does he feel? If he wants to become professional cutter and cut commercially – I will have nothing to say him. It is not my way, I cannot give any advice here. If he likes to cut gems for fun, as a hobby, I would advise to enter faceting competition and then return to discussion. And, if he falls in love with gemcutting, if he decided to become Master and touch to perfection, I would advise him to find his own way. Not to follow market rules and practices, but create new and share his experience with other cutters. First climber to the highest peak of the world – Tenzing Norgay – said: “This is what Everest teaches me: be great, and help to others to be great”. I follow this sentence and I wish the same to others.
Q: You have won several prizes as a gem cutter. What is your next goal?
A: Prizes are not a goal and have never been it. Initially it was criteria of judging my level for myself, now it is just instrument to attract attention to gemcutting and to create opportunities for others. For example, when I got Guinness World Records certificates for the largest faceted Spodumene and the most faceted Scapolite, I just showed new opportunities to other cutters. Because it was first time in a history, when world record holder is cutter, not the owner of stone or auction house, where the most expensive stone was sold. So, my goal, as I said before, is to collect some stones, to make them alive and give to people.

